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Sunday, Dec 4

4:00pm Roscommon County Christian Choir concert
At Houghton Lake United Methodist Church

Saturday, Dec 10 4:00pm “One Starry Night Family Christmas Event”
At Markey Church

Sunday, Dec 11 12:30pm Christmas Carolers meet in the Dining Room

4:00pm Roscommon County Christian Choir concert
At Good Shepherd United Methodist Church

Tuesday, Dec 13 6:00pm 20 Something Christmas Party in the Friendship Room
Tuesday, Dec 20 4:00pm Food basket assembly & delivery at Sharp’s Corner

Three Christmas Eve Services
At Markey Church
Saturday, December 24

5:00 PM e Children and Family Christmas Eve Service
The Legend of the Christmas Tree

This service is especially designed for children and their families. After some wonderful music Ms.
Autumn and Miss Megan will share some great stories for children and teach them the Legend of

the Christmas Tree. Children will be reading the Christmas Story to us from the Gospel of Luke.

7:00 PM ¢ The Music of Christmas & Candlelighting

“They Returned, Glorifying and Praising God”

This service features beautiful music along with Bible reading, stories, carols and candlelighting at

the close of the service with the singing of “Silent Night.” Join us for this beautiful candlelighting

service which includes traditional and contemporary Christmas music.

11:00 PM ¢ Candlelight Communion Service
“Go and Search Carefully for the Child”

This service begins on Christmas Eve and concludes at the stroke of midnight Christmas Day. Join

us for wonderful stories, Bible reading, prayer, and the traditional music of Christmas.
Communion and candlelighting with the singing of “Silent Night™ will conclude the service.

Child Care available at 7 PM Service
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i Poinsettias

hristmas  poinset- y
tias to decorate ¥&
3& the chancel in the sanc-
3 tuary may be brought in 3¢
q& at any time during of- q&
fice hours. Please con- ?
# tact the church office
v& by Thursday, Decem- v&
ber 22 if you wish your ?
# poinsettia  to  be iny
v& honor or memory of a ¥
loved one. *
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Council of Elders
12:30pm December 11

In the Parsonage

Sara Patti, Joyce Zeneberg,
Paul Kamprath, Jeff Redmon,
and Jim Kent will be enjoying
Kathy’s fine cooking as they
pray for and plan for our
church’s goals and strategies
to maintain an outward focus
and reach our community for
Christ.  We are particularly
working on training and utiliz-
ing younger leaders and in-
creasing the accountability of
our leaders in actually reaching
out goals. Be sure to share
your ideas with our elders.
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I’'m listening to my Christmas cassette tapes as | write my editorial
this month. It is the same music | listened to from my parents’
vinyl albums about 50 years ago. | remember moving into the
modern age when | recorded them onto audio cassette tapes so |
would have them forever. Several times | had to re-record them on
new tapes because | wore the old ones out. | haven't figured out
yet how to turn them into CD’s.

So what is it about Christmas nostalgia that grabs our hearts? Why
do | like the Hallmark specials, and all the old Christmas movies,
and the commercials with the Budweiser Clydesdales, and the
Christmas carolers, and the children under the tree on Christmas
morning in their own home with mom and dad? Something which
was very, very special to us in the past has lost its wonder. We
could blame it on growing up, but that doesn’t work because we're
still suckers for all the nostalgic stuff that made Christmas the
highlight of the year by far.

The answer is very simple. We've lost because of what we've
gained. In all our efforts to make Christmas bigger and better we
have lost the qualities which used to make it best. What used to
be near magical in wonder has been asphyxiated under the weight
of making it longer, more expensive, more demanding, more com-
mercial, more tangled in extended families, poisoned in alcoholic
parties with people we don’t even like, and then endured with
hangovers, debt, and hurt feelings. Happy birthday, Jesus!

CHRISTMAS LOSTALGIA

It's certainly time to fix Christmas. But the fact is, it's time to fix life.
We have filled our lives with so much stuff (to improve them?) that we
have become too busy to live. Nothing takes first place in our lives
anymore because we have overstuffed our lives to the point of fibrilla-
tion...everything is in motion, but nothing is going anywhere. This way
of life is very dangerous for our marriages and families because it
makes everybody feel unimportant and unappreciated. And it is abso-
lutely deadly for our faith in God because we have no room in all the
clutter of our lives to put anything or anyone in a position of priority.
We are living very much like the ancient people who created signature
idols to meet their specific needs. But it can be argued that our mod-
ern, sophisticated version of this paganism is even deadlier for our
souls.

We can recover the sparkle of Christmas by peeling away the layers of
bad habits and inappropriate demands. This Christmas, let’s make
sure we set aside time for those who are the very closest to us and
invite Jesus back into his own birthday party with us.

By the way, can anybody help me turn my ancient audio tapes into
CD’'s?

THE STORY CONTINUES |

SUNDAY JANUARY 8
8:30 & 11:00 AM Worship
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4:00pm, Sunday, December 4
Houghton Lake United Methodist Church
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Roscommon County Christian Choir
Under the direction of Mrs. Candyce Peterson
Presents

CEREMONY OF

CANDLES

4:00pm, Sunday, December 11
Good Shepherd United Methodist Church
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Markey Church

2011 Advent Worship Series Be Sure to Pick Up Your Free Markey
The Three Wise Women Church Advent Devotional Booklet

@QG - ellzabgth his year's Markey Church Advent Devotional

Luke 1: 5-22, 24-25, 45

Booklet is our 6th publication and contains all
new devotionals written by your Markey Church
friends. This year's title is Words of Wisdom.

@{ZC 18 fi Marg The 1 or 2 pages of daily devotional and scripture
Luke 1: 28, 38, Luke 2:16-19 readings will relate to the Advent worship services
: 28, 38, : _
and greatly add to the celebration of Advent and
@QG 25 ‘ﬁnna Christmas and all they mean to us.
Luke 2:36-38
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20 Something Christmas Party

Z} Markey Church’s 20 Something Group will meet for a Christmas Party on Tuesday, December 13 at 6pm
u’*? in the Friendship Room. Join in the fun, food, and good times together.

q\

«« We will then take a holiday break until January 3rd when we will resume our regular meetings on Tues-
%= day evenings at 7pm when we discuss important themes for The Story. Call Murphy at 989-275-5266 or

ZE: email at murphyks@charter.net for more details.
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Help Us Assemble Christmas Baskets
4:00pm Tuesday, December 20 at Sharp’s Corner

This year we will again be helping families we know who are in need have a good Christmas. With the
help of Sharp’s we assemble large Christmas baskets at the store using shopping carts and boxes. A vol-
unteer is given a list of an anonymous family’s needs and fills the boxes for that family. Then the volunteer
is given the address of the family and makes the delivery.

We are very grateful to Sharp’s. This year they are giving us a much larger discount on the food we will be
providing in the baskets. Be sure to thank them when you see them.

If you know local families who may need food this season who are not being helped by other organizations,
please call Pam or Monica in the church office.
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December Prayer List

Extended Care

June Torok
Bethesda Gardens
13825 Cave Creek Road
#324
Phoenix AZ 85022

Markey Church ABC
Missionaries
Dan Buttry, Peace and
Conflict Resolution
Dan and Sarah Chetti,
Lebanon
Bill and Ann Clemmer, DR
Congo
Rick & Anita Gutierrez,
South Africa
Katherine & Wayne Niles,
DR Congo

Friends and Families Of:
Helen Chase
Jerry Peters

Recovering
Jerry & Diane Ball
Doris Brotherton
Russ Carrick
Tom Edwards
Kathleen Glover
Mary K. Gray
Colette Hamlin (Preuss)
Arlette & Jack Harris
Jim Kent
Evie Kuzhals
Mary Link
Melissa Miller-Cochran
Mike Mol
Don Moore
Clara Moss
Dave Pepperman
Isaac Postma
Norma Price
Toni Shores
Bob Thompson

Al Watts
Esther Yaksich

Markey Church
Ministries
20something Group
American Baptist Women
Caregiver Group
Christmas Baskets Dec 20
Christmas Eve Services

Holy Grounds Coffee House
(Wed. December 28, 2011)

LIFE Groups
Markey Angel Network
Men’s Prayer Groups
Mom to Mom

One Starry Night Family
Christmas Event

Sunday BLAST
Sunday Study Groups
Sunday Worship Services
The Story outreach

Military Personnel
Andria Alvarez

Levi Balcom
Brian Bowars

David L. Bulley
Peter Gross
Travis Hickey — In Iraq
Scott Katalenich
Jennifer Lang
Robert Tyler Link
Elizabeth Reicks
A.J. Palmerton
Rodger Papenhagen
Mike Richardson

Matthew Schorr

Michael B. Shores — Uss George
Washington

Nathan Stover
Gregory Strite

Keith Tegman —In Afghanistan
(Candy Klein’s son)

Ronald Youngblut

y

Christmas Offering

o

AL VOu will find special offering envelopes in the pew racks for our 2011 Christmas Offer-
ing. This year it will be divided evenly between our Benevolence Fund and the 2012
High School Summer Trip.

Our church uses the Benevolence Fund to help people we know who have financial needs or crises. We use
it in conjunction with other local charities to give our people the most efficient and effective short term as-
sistance possible. Since the economy has been so bad, we have been amazed at how many of our recipients
have paid us back over time!

This summer we will be sending our high school students to a national gathering of American Baptist youth
in Washington, D.C. They will be traveling with the Michigan delegation on charter buses to this once-every-
four-year opportunity, which this year is named “Immerse.” They will be joining 1500 youth from all over
the country doing mission projects in the DC area and spending time in worship, Bible Study, and out-
standing activities and sight-seeing. Your contributions to our Christmas Offering may help a student attend
who otherwise might not be able to afford this great opportunity.
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